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(57) Abstract : 

PURPOSE: To extend the life of an MR head by releasing 
feedback control for positioning a carriage and stopping 
flowing of a sense current into a magneto- resistance effect 
element of the MR head when the magnetic disk device is 
under the operational standby state. 

CONSTITUTION: When no command from a host device 14 and the 
operational standby state of the magnetic disk device are 
recognized by an interface and control circuit 11, the 
feedback control for the positioning is released by a servo 
control circuit 12. At the same time, a recording and 
reproducing amplifier 5 is controlled not to make the 
sensing current flow into the magneto-resistance effect 
element of the MR head by a recording and reproducing mode 
control circuit 6. Consequently, since the flowing time of 
the sensing current into the magneto-resistance effect 
element of the MR head 2 is drastically shortened, 
characteristics of the element can be prevented from being 
deteriorated by e I ectromi grat i on, etc., and hence life of 
the element is improved. Thus, an output of the MR head 2 is 
promoted without detriment to reliability, and performance 
of the high output magnetic disk device using the MR head 2 
is enhanced. 
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